
Child’s belief 
about self…  
I am equipped 

Family supports 
development of… 
Skillset 

Focus areas 
• Behavioral                 

3

GOAL  
Equip your child 

with skills to 
manage their 
emotions, and 
control their 
behavior by 

developing a deep 
understanding of 

their interests.  

TIPS  
As you observe, ask questions- this is a powerful motivator for anyone!   

SYNERGY EDUCATION INITIATIVE WWW.TEACHTHESECHILDREN.COM

Teach These Children 
Fivefold enrichment 

Tapping into Rewards    
Young children learning how to control the tone of their voice, their body 
movements and behaviors all have subtle things in common- they are all 
driven and motivated by what is reinforcing to them.  For some, wrestling 
other children provides the deep sensory input they crave.  Others, like 
verbal interactions and need affirmations and praise.  Behaviorists will tell 
you that there are a set of specific things children are motivated by…. The 
thing is that each child is unique and what motivates one will not be the 
same for another.    

Activity 

Your activity today is to spend time thinking about what motivates your 
child.  Parents that say “nothing” often just need to spend more time 
observing.  Parents who buy their children every time they go to the store 
need to spend more time observing.  We all need to slow down and just 
watch. Just listen.  Listen to them play, or their conversations.  When you 
know their interests, you will learn what motivates them.  This is a key 
component of behavioral control.  When you know what a child likes you 
can do and say those things to develop a closer relationship.  Rather than 
using it as a reward, use these proactively.  Children respond to those they 
know love and listen to them.  You will get more with honey than with wine. 

http://www.teachthesechildren.com
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